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TEST
dial is set to “playback” mode, you can
view multiple images or zoom in up to
6X and scroll to any part of a photo. You
can also choose images for deletion or
protection, inclusion in a slide show, or
for printing (follows DPOF standard). 

Finally, the 885 is powered by a spe-
cially-sized (2CR5 lithium) battery
pack, which poses something of a hassle

since you only get one disposable bun-
dled pack. We suggest you budget a
few more dollars for Nikon’s optional
EN-EL1 rechargeable lithium-ion cell
and EH-21 AC charger unit. 

Image Quality
All the features in the world come to
naught if a camera’s photographic 
quality is disappointing. We’re happy to
say that this wasn’t the case here—the
885 lived up to the well-regarded
CoolPix name. In most areas, photo
quality was very good. Macro shots, for
example, came out in clear focus at dis-
tances as close as 1.5 inches. Barrel dis-
tortion was minimal, except at the
widest angle setting.

But we did notice a bit more noise
than usual in the shadows compared to
the 995. While there are menu controls
for image contrast and overall brightness,
the 885 lacks the saturation controls
found on the CoolPix 995. However, we
found that when we opened images as if
they were made in sRGB color space in
Photoshop 6.01, it reduced blown-out
colors quite effectively. If your imaging
software gives you a choice, choose
sRGB color space as your working space
when retouching and viewing images
from either the 885 or 995 and you’ll see
a vast improvement in skintones and sat-
urated colors. p

Both the Nikon CoolPix 885 and 995 feature a
graphic histogram in playback mode that gives
you instant confirmation of exposure accuracy.

Nikon 885 test continued from page 44

@28mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
4.0 95.5 94.8 92.3 85.2 74.6 66.4
5.6 95.4 94.7 92.1 84.7 73.5 65.3
8.0 95.5 94.8 92.3 85.1 74.3 66.1
11.0 95.7 95.1 92.8 86.3 76.1 67.5
16.0 95.6 95.0 92.7 86.1 75.6 66.7
22.0 95.1 94.4 91.7 84.2 71.9 61.7

@50mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
4.5 91.0 89.0 83.2 72.2 59.8 53.1
8.0 91.2 89.3 83.9 74.0 62.6 55.7
11.0 92.6 91.0 86.3 77.3 66.7 60.0
16.0 94.7 93.8 90.6 82.6 71.3 63.3
22.0 95.4 94.7 92.3 85.5 75.1 66.7
29.0 95.1 94.4 91.8 84.5 73.2 63.9

@90mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
5.6 91.9 90.2 85.0 74.3 61.5 53.0
8.0 92.6 91.1 86.3 75.7 62.7 53.5
11.0 94.8 93.9 90.3 80.3 66.7 56.5
16.0 95.2 94.5 91.4 83.1 72.0 63.5
22.0 95.4 94.7 91.8 84.2 74.1 66.7
32.0 94.9 94.1 90.8 82.5 71.0 62.0

@24mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
3.5 95.6 95.0 92.6 85.8 74.8 65.6
5.6 95.0 94.2 91.3 82.8 69.9 59.9
8.0 95.0 94.2 91.3 83.0 70.1 60.1
11.0 95.3 94.6 91.9 84.3 72.4 62.8
16.0 95.1 94.4 91.7 83.7 71.4 61.7
22.0 94.0 93.0 89.7 79.7 63.4 50.8

@105mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
5.6 94.8 94.0 91.2 83.2 71.2 62.2
8.0 95.2 94.5 92.0 85.1 74.4 66.1
11.0 95.9 95.3 93.3 88.1 79.3 71.5
16.0 95.9 95.3 93.4 88.3 79.6 71.5
22.0 95.1 94.4 92.0 85.2 73.7 63.1
32.0 93.1 92.0 88.2 77.2 59.2 45.2

@200mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
5.6 95.5 94.8 92.2 84.8 73.6 65.1
8.0 95.9 95.3 93.1 86.9 76.9 68.5
11.0 95.5 94.9 92.4 85.4 74.2 65.1
16.0 95.3 94.6 91.9 84.2 72.2 62.8
22.0 94.9 94.1 91.2 82.5 69.0 58.1
36.0 92.8 91.6 87.0 73.0 51.9 37.7

Canon 28–90 f/4–5.6 3 March 2001 SQF Test

Tokina 24–200 f/3.5–5.6 July 2001 SQF Test

Test Update: SQF Charts For Previously Tested Lenses
During a five-month period in 2001, our electronic optical bench was down,
and we were unable to provide our usual SQF lens tests. In the interim, we pub-
lished lens test data in the form of line-per-millimeter resolution charts, which
are good, but not as accurate or comprehensive as our MTF-based SQF charts.
We promised to publish SQF data for all lenses affected as soon as we could, and
here with the first installment. To see the full tests of these lenses, please go to
www.popphoto.com. 


